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The Wichita Symphony and Botanica Host the Season’s Grandest American Garden Party 

Wichita, KS – The Wichita Symphony and Botanica, The Wichita Gardens, are proud to announce the 
return of the city’s premier outdoor musical event: Symphony in the Gardens on Friday, May 15, 2026. In 
honor of our country’s landmark anniversary, this year’s “American Landscapes” theme transforms twenty 
acres of floral beauty into a sprawling, multi-sensory garden party, inviting guests to explore the sounds of 
the American landscape amidst the peak of spring blooms. 

This one-of-a-kind outdoor concert experience invites guests to explore the grounds at their own pace, 
sampling fare from food and drink stations tucked away throughout the scenery while encountering a 
variety of Wichita Symphony ensembles. As the sun sets, guests are invited to gather at the Dr. David & 
Mickie Brown Lawn & Stage for a stirring finale under the stars, featuring the iconic works of John Williams, 
Copland, Sousa, and Irving Berlin. 

“Symphony in the Gardens is a celebration of everything that makes Wichita special—music, nature, and 
community coming together in one extraordinary evening,” says Dr. Lynette Zimmerman, Executive 
Director of Botanica. “As guests wander through the gardens surrounded by spring blooms and the sounds 
of iconic American composers, they experience Botanica in a way that is joyful, immersive, and uniquely 
memorable.”  

“By bringing the music out of the concert hall and into the gardens, we allow the audience to experience 
these American masterpieces in a way that feels incredibly personal and festive,” adds Daniel Hege, Music 
Director and Conductor of the Wichita Symphony. “There is a specific kind of magic that happens when 
you pair music by Aaron Copland and other great composers with the open air and the beauty of Botanica.” 

Tickets are $135 and can be purchased online at WichitaSymphony.org or Botanica.org. All tickets 
include admission to the gardens, all musical performances, food, two drink tickets, and complimentary 
chairs for the finale concert. For an enhanced evening, a limited number of VIP tickets are available for 
$185 and include complimentary open bar, VIP parking, reserved seating at the finale concert, and a $35 
tax-deductible donation. 

Symphony in the Gardens: American Landscapes 
May 15, 2026 at 6:00 PM 

701 Amidon St, Wichita, KS 67203 
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About Botanica, the Wichita Gardens: 
Botanica opened in May 1987 to generate enthusiasm for horticulture through educational, artistic, and 
cultural experiences. The Wichita Gardens is open year-round, with new surprises each season. With ever-
changing scenery, educational classes for young and old, and special events to entertain and amuse, 
Botanica has a lot to offer! 
 
About the Wichita Symphony: 
Founded in 1944, the Wichita Symphony is one of the leading cultural organizations in the region whose 
mission is to enrich, educate, and entertain diverse audiences through performances of orchestral music. 


